
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington, Vermont 
Order of Service  

July 5, 2026 

 
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder.” 

 ~Frederick Douglass, What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?, delivered July 5, 1852, Rochester, New York.  
 

Descendants of Slavery on the 250th U.S. Anniversary 
 
 
Sung Prelude – Hymn #210​ Wade in the Water ​  ​ ​ Dexter Criss​​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Chime​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
Call to Worship​ ​ Responsive Reading​ ​ ​ Rev. Mark Hughes​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                         
 
Chalice Lighting​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                        
“We kindle this flame to remind ourselves of the light of truth, the warmth of 
community, and the fire of commitment.”​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Encendemos esta llama para recordarnos de la luz de la verdad, la calidez de la comunidad y 
el fuego del compromiso.​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Welcome ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mary Beth McNulty​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Hymn #208​ ​ ​ Every Time I Feel the Spirit​ ​  
 
Reading  
“The Truth We Must Lift from the Street”  
 

An original liturgical reading prepared for this service, drawing on Isaiah 58–59, the 
democracy witness of Nikole Hannah-Jones, and the moral-movement tradition of 
Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  



Spiritual Practices   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ Invitation to Spiritual Practice​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Pastoral Prayer & Stillness ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Generosity Practice​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   

Offerings this July & August will be shared with the Asylum Assistance Network, 
a program of  The Champlain Office of Economic Opportunity (CVOEO). 
CVOEO is a federally designated community action agency hosting anti-poverty 
programs to help people meet their basic needs, achieve economic independence, and 
grow a future in which all thrive.  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Introduction to Stone Ritual           ​ ​ ​ ​  
Musical Meditation/Offertory​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Hymn #169​​ ​ ​ We Shall Overcome​ ​ ​ ​  
Offering Dedication​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

“With gratitude, we dedicate these gifts in the service of our mission to inspire 
spiritual growth, care for each other and our community, seek truth, and act for 
justice.”  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Sermon​ ​ Descendants of Slavery on the 250th U.S. Anniversary​ ​
​ ​  
 
Hymn #205​​ ​ ​ ​ Amazing Grace​ ​ ​  
 
Chalice Extinguishing​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
“We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the 
fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts and share with the world until we 
are together again.” 

Apagamos esta llama, pero no la luz de la verdad, el calor de la comunidad ni el fuego del 
compromiso. Estos los llevamos en nuestros corazones y los compartimos con el mundo hasta 
que estemos juntos nuevamente. 

 
Benediction ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                
Sung Postlude – Hymn #149 ​ ​ Lift Every Voice and Sing​ ​  
 
 
 
 



TODAY’S WORSHIP CREATORS​  
​ ​ ​  
Worship Leader​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Reverend Mark Hughes 
Worship Associate​ ​ ​ ​ Mary Beth McNulty 
Guest Musician​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Dexter Criss​ 
Tech Manager​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Michael Wright 
Tech Team​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mark Blosser 
Slides/OOS Crafter​ ​ ​ ​ Töve Johnson 
Facilities Manager​ ​ ​ ​ Devin Fallon  
Caretakers​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Phil Brentwood, Darrell Fields 
Flowers​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Peggy Derby 
“Emergence” Banner​ ​ ​ ​ Claire Graham-Smith 
Welcome Ambassadors​ ​ ​ ​ Betsy Thayer, Claire Graham-Smith​
Senior Minister​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Rev. Karen G. Johnston 
Director of Music​​ ​ ​ ​ Liam Hart 
 
TODAY’S EVENTS 
11:00 am - Coffee Hour - Lawn 

Visit us at uusociety.org 

https://uusociety.org/

