First Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington, Vermont
Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2020
4 p.m. & 7 p.m.

Order of Service
Prelude

Pastorale “Gesú Bambino”
Pietro A. Yon

First Lesson

Snowfall
Gordon Young

Wayne Schneider

Woody Fulton, Melinda Lee, Erika Reif, Rev. Patricia Hart

Chalice Lighting
“We kindle our chalice flame tonight to remind ourselves of the message of Christmas, which is
Hope; the spirit of Christmas, which is Peace; and the heart of Christmas, which is Love.”
Carol

O Come, All Ye Faithful
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come let us adore him; O come let us adore him;
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Lo, humble shepherds, hasting to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks in the fields, draw nigh.
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
O come let us adore him; O come let us adore him;
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above,
Glory to God, all glory in the highest,
O come let us adore him; O come let us adore him;
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Text: Latin, John F. Wade (1711-1786), tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others

Second Lesson – PAGEANT, part 1
Carol

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

James Stewart

How silently, how silently, the wonder is made known,
When God imparts to human hearts the gift that is our own.
No ear may hear that coming, but in this worldly din,
When souls are truly humble, then the dear babe rests within.
Text: Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), alt.
Third Lesson – PAGEANT, part 2
Anthem

O Holy Night
Adolphe Adam and John Sullivan Dwight

Fourth Lesson – PAGEANT, part 3
Carol Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains.
Glo----ri-a in excelsis Deo. (repeat refrain)
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?
Glo----ri-a in excelsis Deo. (repeat refrain)
See him in a manger laid
Whom the angels praise above,
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While we raise our hearts in love.
Glo----ri-a in excelsis Deo. (repeat refrain)
Text: French carol, tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Fifth Lesson

“Shepherds Among Us” by David Miller Kohlmeier

Sixth Lesson

“Christmas Eve Prayer” by Tom Schade

Offertory

Away in a Manger
James R. Murray; arr. Sam Whitesell

Seventh Lesson – PAGEANT, part 4

Sam Whitesell

Anthem

For Unto Us a Child Is Born

Eighth Lesson

by Howard Thurman

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among the peoples,
To make music in the heart.
Amen, Blessed be.
Candle Lighting
Carol

Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin, mother and child,
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing “Alleluia;”
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus Lord at thy birth.
Text: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)

Benediction
Postlude

“Let us sing the song of angels now…”
Toccata pastorale
Johann Pachelbel

FUUSB Choir

Our Christmas Eve Offering will support the Joint Urban Ministry Project (assisting neighbors
in need in Burlington) and the Discretionary Fund (aiding members of our community who need
financial assistance). Text Steeple Xmas to 73256 to give using text messaging. Standard text
message rates apply.
Worship Creators:
Rev. Patricia Hart, Developmental Senior Minister
Erika Reif, Director of Lifespan Faith Development
Melinda Lee and Woody Fulton, Worship Associates
James Stewart, Director of Music, Video Production
Wayne Schneider, Organist
Sam Whitesell, Pianist
FUUSB Adult Choir
Peggy Derby, Flowers
plus all the Pageant Players!

